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Colanl Willi a» W« SasscU, Jr« 

Departoesit of KathoBAtles 
Unlied StatcM Military luadflay 
West PeliKt^ Bevr Xotk 

Dear Coloo e l Bessell: 



SfOlA 



Opott ay return to duty after a alnor illness^ I hasten to offer 
an apology for ay inability to follov up acre promptly on my letter of 
21 Jd&uBxy. 

Firstj 1 wish to indicate ay alneere appreciation of the invita- 
tlon to lecture to the cadets of tha Third Glaaa at the icadeay 
Spring* I SB^ indeed, rather flattered by the teraa in aoich the 
invitation is couched, and tender herewith an acceptance on ay part. 

Bosever, alnee I am on the ijcvenaient payroll and naturally wish 
to continue thereon, and, aoreovar, since I hare no desire whatsoever 
to partake of the hospitality of any of uncle Sam*s better penal 
instltatiena, I nust of couree adhere to the rather stringent seetority 
regolatioas governing all activities in the field in which you ask ae 
to laetore. Delieate and diffident reference is here made to Putslic 
Ijaa 513« a exupj of which la anclosed. Therefore, ay acceptance of 
yoiur imitation is subject to review and approval of appropriate 
authoiity, in view of which It is neeessazy that a formal invitation 
and a request that I leetwe at the academy be addressed to Major 
Oeoeral Ralph J. Canine, US&, I>l3^toiV2A|pa^2srgoa2^^ 

Official acceptance of the invitatton pirasenta&aa 

would be regarded as being official in character, nth no hoocrarlun 
iHVOlvedj travel eaqienae and per diem would be borne by this Agsocy. 

Undsr our currEnt regulatLons governing the olasalfieatioo of 
authoziaed prsaentations before Servlee Schools, I would be pemittod 
to taUc about cryptologic matters dassifisd RESTRICTED, but no higher. 

I assiauB that among the stud«its of the Third Class, sad perhaps aacog 
the faculty meBbers of the audisnoe there would normally be noiv-CSl 
cadets and offlcersi If that aasuqption is valid and should it be 
iz^xraetical or Inadrlsabls on your part to exclude non-USA citiaeon, 
thm my talk would hove to be entirety undasslflLed in nature* This 
would be a Uit of a handicap but could be managed, in view of qy porasant 
thinking ^ut the nature of tha presentatLon* 

In this regard, the sort of talk I would like to give would be one 
idiJchi I hopa would make a lasting iapressioa, the lessons of dhleb 
might wall be borne In mind long oftw the eedets have graduated and 
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ham aBffBMMi the reaprasiblUtles of active militaxy earaers. 
t>l8>u^t here la succinetlj eabodied In the aecond paragraph of the 
statenm^ of the purpose of ^rour eoisrse in Frohabilit/ and Statistics. 

It la hlgUy pgrobfldale that nost of the graduates of the Aeadeny will 
have soaw direct or indirect eontaet eith ezjrptclogj in tbeix fvtvan 
c a raa a r s . An appreciation of aoee of the many pitfalls In eryptegragdigr 
oaj help then to play a proper role in Baintalidng the security of 
their e«n slUtary coiaBuniestioas; and aa appreeLation of soea of the 
achlemBenta of cryptography and cryptanalysis will help those graduates 
idio isay later on in poaltiona shore the resulte of conmnications 
aecorlty and eoamn^ations intelligence c^ierations sill be of great 
official aignlfl 08 )ee to them. 

Therefore, it la ay present idee to give a anre or lesa informal 
talk on the historical background of cryptology, selecting authentic 
ezamplea to Illustrate the part played in the past by cryptography axd 
oryptanalyeis in sarf are ai^ diplomacy* The talk sould be f^Uy 
illustrated by lantexxi slides. Of considerable interest, too, sotOd 
be some exhibits I could bring sith me by say of old azd modaaext oooJca 
on the subject, historically important elpoer doeumants and device3,stc. 

lour letter does not aentloQ the length of the period noraally 
alio ted to a lecture. In other Service Schools It is 50 minutes. I 
eooLd, of courae, campress tiie entire talk into one such period but it 
sould be better, I think, to nave tuo SiOHsinute periais, slth a lOnioinute 
break betseen tbs first and the second, llosever, this may not bo prac<» 
tlcahlo because of scheduling or other considerations and if so, please 
do not hesitate to tall me, for Z can "tailor” the talk to meet yoor 
requirements or deairea. 

By all means, I sould sunt the talk to be Informal and chatty in 
nature; hence, the Slectrieity Lecture Hoorn appears aneh better suited 
to the purpose than the Department of Army Thratar, even though it 
sould mean that I sould have to give the talk tslee. This is a burden 
I sould be glad to assoae if it sill be conducive to giving the cadets 
a useful end Intersstiag preseotaticn. 

As you indicate, the details ss to the plan of travel, hotel or 
TOQ accaamadations, and so <» can be arranged later. At the moaent the 
date mentiooed b7 you, ”on or abont 28 Hay 1952, * appears quite suitidile 
fcBT me. The exact data, or dates (if the taXka are to be on. too aucees- 
adT» mornings} can be fixed later. 

Please give ay cordial greetings to Colonel glchdas sad to Lieut. 
Colonel HcMeridgs, sad teUL them that if ay visit comes off as planned, 

1 hope to Justify their enthuaiaatic recoenandation in ay behalf or, 
if not, to return the price of admission. 
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In closing, I jalgfit add that your Toxnal Invitation need not go 
into details. It sill be sufflsleaot to state nenlj the pvatpose of 
the lectore, the ^proxtaate date, and the length of tlae allotted 
for It* 



Sinceralj, 



Snnlwl — '^/ ^ *A. , 

Pidilie Las $13 



wnLZikH F. vsimm 
Censoltant 




